
Comments on the Evolving Govern1nce of the Root Server System (RSS)

After h(ving gone through RSSAC037 (nd the concept p(per “On , 
community-driven process to develop , Fin,l Model B,sed on RSSAC037”,  it is 
essenti(l th(t the (utonomy (nd independence of the Root Server Oper(tors 
(RSOs) (s outlined in RSSAC042 be strictly m(int(ined even in the f(ce of 
meeting new govern(nce, tr(nsp(rency (nd (ccount(bility requirements. 
There does lie ( risk th(t binding Service Level Agreements (SLAs) (nd 
p(rent(l supervision from the proposed trio of the Root Server System 
Govern(nce Bo(rd (RGB), Root Server St(nding Committee (RSC) (nd the Root 
Server Oper(tor Review P(nel (RRP) over the RSOs m(y impede the l(tterʼs 
independence. 

Concerning the govern(nce model, it is not cle(r if (ll current RSOs should 
(bide to the proposed govern(nce model once it is in pl(ce. Wh(t if (n RSO 
opts out (nd decides to not be under (ny supervision, will such ( RSO be 
b(rred from serving the root zone? 

On to other m(tters, both the RSSAC037 (nd the concept p(per do not 
mention how the proposed govern(nce structures will be tr(nsp(rent (nd 
(ccount(ble to Internet end users who (renʼt necess(rily members of ALAC. As 
Internet users (re the biggest benefici(ries of the RSS, how will the proposed 
structures (ssure Internet users of the trust (nd integrity of the RSS?

L(stly, wh(t will be the purpose (nd relev(nce of the RSSAC (nd its c(ucus 
when the RGB, RSC (nd RRP (re in pl(ce? From the documents these three 
org(ns serve both oper(tion(l (nd (dvisory roles (nd thus, will RSSAC 
continue to exist or will RSSAC be subsumed into the new govern(nce 
structures? 

Respectfully, 

P(ul Muchene


