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1
WHOIS Task Force

Purpose of Whois

Progress: The task force gathered information on the uses of Whois to help it frame the purpose of Whois.  No more data gathering work needs to be done on uses of Whois. 
Current status:  The task force is developing work on the purpose of Whois.  
Recommendation 2 on conflicts with national laws

Progress:  The task force agreed a draft for circulation to constituencies of Recommendation 2; recommendation and procedure on conflicts with national privacy laws. The deadline for constituency statements is July 21.  

Current status: Recommendation is out for constituency statements. being finalized by task force for circulation to constituencies.  The next step will be to prepare a draft preliminary report for public comments – this is anticipated for August 2005.
Tiered access – information gathering

The task force has begun to review existing work on tiered access and proposals received to date.  The work is to identify a framework of principles of a tiered access approach, acknowledging that the task force may not ultimately pursue this approach. 
Current status: The task force is gathering information, nothing to report yet. 
ICANN Luxembourg meetings

The task force chair, Jordyn Buchanan, will present information during the GNSO Public Forum in Luxembourg on the following topics:

· Update on task force work

· New task force terms of reference

· Public comment periods (calendar dates)
Staff contact:  Maria Farrell

2
Transfers policy implementation report
Progress:   A transfers working group has been set up, chaired by Ross Rader, and several registrars have also volunteered to participate.  The mailing list is now functioning. 
Current status:  Work will begin after the ICANN Luxembourg meetings. 
Staff contact:  Tina Dam / Maria Farrell 
3 New gTLDs
Progress: New gTLD question list has been circulated to SOs and ACs and posted on the ICANN website.  Evaluation of comments will be presented to the ICANN Board on August 16, 2005.  
Current status:  Due date for comments: August 1, 2005 
Staff contact:  Olof Nordling

4 IDNs

Status: ICANN's responsibilities for IDN relate to its role and mandate for the coordination of the Internet's unique identifier system; details of registry implementation of IDNs for top level domains, discussions on issues relating to IDN policies affecting interoperability of the Internet's unique identifier system, such as the implementation of IDN at the top level, systematic language tables.

ICANN's responsibilities do not relate to internationalization efforts such as what is a language or a written form of a language, the matching of script used for the language to characters available in coded character sets, browser software for implementation etc.

Progress:

(i) Revision of the IDN guidelines: initial discussions have been held with the gTLD registry constituency concerning their experience in implementing IDN and hence working with the IDN Guidelines (requirement for gTLD registries). The Luxembourg IDN workshop will not result in a final version of the revision of the guidelines but will allow for the community and specific technical and linguistic experts to provide their input.

(ii) Internationalized Top Level Domains. IDNs on the top level ("IDN.IDN") have been a topic of interest to a large part of the ICANN community. It is also listed as a topic that needs further analysis and exploring in the "Strategy for Implementation of new gTLDs"

<http://icann.org/announcements/announcement-06jul05.htm>. The Luxembourg IDN workshop will include an assessment of implementation issues with IDN domains, and the potential risks of IDN deployment to a global interoperable Internet. 

(iii) IDN Presidents Committee. In consultation with technical community experts, ICANN staff has identified a list of participants to be invited to partake in the ICANN President's Committee. Members of this committee come from a background of technical, linguistic and political experiences. With staffing support in place to support this committee, invitations will go out and the committee should be formed shortly.

(iv) Other working groups and stakeholder partnerships include among others the following, IAB-IDN working group, IDN-IETF working group, browser working group, UNESCO involvement concerning language preservation, education and documentation, Arabic Domain Name Task Force, ccNSO, GAC IDN workshop.

Staff contact: Tina Dam
5 New registry services report

Progress:  The Initial report on the Procedure for use by ICANN in considering requests for consent was published for public comments which concluded on 20 June 2005. (http://gnso.icann.org/policies/initial-rpt-registry-approval-31may05.htm)  

Current status:  The final task force report has been presented to the GNSO Council.  

Staff contact:  Olof Nordling

