GNSO work items in progress, 28 October 2005
	Work item
	Most recent action/decision
	Current status
	Next action
	Future actions/timeline

	
	
	
	
	

	New gTLDs

Staff lead: 

Olof Nordling
	22 September 2005

GNSO Council voted unanimously to request an Issues Report on new TLDs covering four areas:

- “whether to continue to introduce new gTLDs 
- the criteria for approving applications for new gTLDs 
- the allocation method
- the current restrictions
that will document the status quo in the four areas and in documenting that, it will identify any of the requests that ICANN has received to date.” 
1 September 2005

GNSO Council call adopted the proposed approach to new gTLDs.
	Draft Issues Report being finalized by staff – for submission to Council by 28th October 2005

The approach to new gTLDs was forwarded to the chair of the ICANN Board.
	28 October 2005

Submission of Issues Report to GNSO Council. 
16 November 2005

Decision by Council on whether to initiate a PDP
	· 30-day process for staff preparation to produce clear questions (to end of October)
· 30 days for comments, which could include constituency statements, individual's input, registries involved in the recent TLD rounds, identified organizations, the Government Advisory Committee (GAC) and input from the GNSO public forum in Vancouver (to 1st week of December)
· 30 days for staff to produce final report and Public Comment on Final Report (excluding holiday period – to end of January 2006)
· Total of 90 days lapsed time


	
	
	
	
	

	GNSO Review

Staff lead: 

Liz Williams
	22 September 2005

GNSO Council reviewed the current version of the draft terms of reference of the review. 
9 - 23 September 2005

Other constituency, SO and community views sought

8 September 2005 

Board/Council teleconference call.
Bruce Tonkin invited GNSO Council to provid email input in the following sections of the draft terms of reference:

· representativeness

· effectiveness

· transparency

· compliance

 
	28 October 2005 
Information paper submitted to the ICANN Board ahead of 8 November meeting. 
	31 October 2005

Detailed Terms of Reference paper and Board Resolution submitted to Company Secretary for inclusion in Board papers of Vancouver meeting


	December 4 2005

Vancouver Board meeting.  Approval of Terms of Reference and resolution to proceed with GNSO Review 

10 December 2005

Release Terms of Reference and Request for Proposal for Evaluators

30 January 2006 
Appointment of independent consultant



	
	
	
	
	

	Internationalized Domain Names (IDNs)

Staff lead:

Tina Dam

Theresa Swinehart


	22 September 2005

Council requested staff “to provide a background document listing all past Board decisions regarding the implementation of IDNs, and the status of the IDN guidelines 
- this can be a precursor to motion to request an official issues report
- establish clearly roles of:
-- President's Advisory Committee on IDN
-- IDN registry review group (gtld and cctld reps) to development Guidelines for the Implementation of the IETF IDN standards
-- GAC work on IDNs
-- GNSO/ccNSO policy development initiative”.
20 September 2005 
Revised ICANN guidelines on IDN published for public comment from 20 September to 23 October 2005.  

1 September 2005

Council unanimously agreed that the GNSO develop 2 policy development processes with the probable need to engage outside experts to assist in the 2 separate processes, one led by the GNSO and the other likely to be a joint initiative with the ccNSO Council and other parties as appropriate.  The GNSO will be seeking a budget for expert advice in these initiatives. 

	27 October 2005

Staff to submit requested background document to GNSO Council.  

	16 November 2005

Council to decide whether to request an Issues Report, based on background paper on IDNs. 
	TBA – depending on Council decision requesting an Issues Report. Council needs to decide – based on available staff resources and the desirability of incorporating the Vancouver IDN workshop outcomes – when to request an Issues Report. 

	
	
	
	
	

	Policy on new registry services

Staff lead:

Olof Nordling
	15 September 2005

Item was on the agenda for decision of the 15 September Board meeting. This agenda item was not dealt with.  
5-26 August 2005

Posted for public comments 
16 August 2005

Submitted to Board meeting 16 August for information.

28 July 2005

Council voted to approve the new registry services policy.  


	 ICANN staff will provide an update.  
	Subject to Board decision.  
	Implementation by ICANN staff

	
	
	
	
	

	Bylaw changes on transparency

Staff lead:

Olof Nordling
	12 October 2005
Special meeting of the ICANN Board decided as follows: 

“Resolved (05.___) the Board directs the General Counsel to analyze the request, to seek any necessary clarification from the GNSO on the substance of the proposal, and to return to the Board with final proposed wording for an amendment to the Bylaws, subject to the usual public comment period for proposed Bylaws changes.”
15 September 2005

Item was on the agenda for consideration of the 15 September Board meeting. This agenda item was not dealt with. 

18 August 2005

GNSO Council decided to forward to the Board as advice the proposed bylaw changes
	 Item is with ICANN General Counsel.  
	ICANN General Counsel to return to the Board with final proposed wording for an amendment to the Bylaws, subject to the usual public comment period for proposed Bylaws changes
	TBA pending GC advice and Board decision. 

	
	
	
	
	

	Creation of new space on ICANN website

Staff lead:

Glen de Saint Gery


	18 August 2005

GNSO Council decided to request that staff create an information area for application developers that use domain names and IP addresses. 
	Item being treated with overhaul of GNSO website. Input needed on content. 
	
	TBA

	 Transfers Working Group 

GNSO lead:

Ross Rader

Staff lead:

Karen Lentz

Maria Farrell 
	1 September 2005

Working group members and staff have added to the list of issues for review and discussion.  

25 July 2005

Ross Rader compiled and circulated a list of issues raised for review and discussion on the mailing list to group issues into into those requiring (i) advisory / clarification (ii) policy change. 

12 May 2005

Council set up the Transfers Policy Working Group, chaired by Ross Rader, to “to consider the experience gained so far and determine whether any changes should be recommended which might lead to commencing a policy development process.”
14 April 2005 

Staff report on transfers policy published.

http://www.icann.org/transfers/transfer-report-14apr05.pdf

	 No change - Issues list has been created but  needs to be divided into categories for (i) policy clarification /advisory, and (ii) policy changes   
	November 2005

Further conference call of transfers working group – date TBC 
	Winter 2005

Issues raised by the working group will go to GNSO for decision on how to proceed, e.g. if new PDP is needed. It was anticipated that a submission be made to the GNSO prior to the Vancouver meeting in Nov/Dec 2005. This would require a submission ahead of the GNSO Council meeting on 17 November 2005

	
	
	
	
	

	Single letter domain names

Staff lead:

Maria Farrell
	20 October 2005

No discussion on Issues Report.
22 September 2005

Discussion by the GNSO Council on whether to initiate an Issues Report deferred to GNSO Council meeting on 20 October 2005. General support in the Council to look at this issue in the context of new gTLDs. 
14 September 2005

Staff circulated a status report to Council. 

18 August 2005

GNSO Council decided to request a status report from staff. 
	 
	TBA 
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Contention for domain names at gtld registries 
	 13 January 2005 Council resolution
Resolution passed: “Council resolves, to request the ICANN staff manager to write an issues report (as specified in annex A to the ICANN by-laws) on the "Problems caused by contention for domain names made available by a gTLD registry ", so that Council can subsequently decide if a policy development process would be appropriate”.
	No change.
	To be prioritized.
	TBA

	
	
	
	
	

	WHOIS TASK FORCE OF THE GNSO

Staff lead:

Maria Farrell


	 
	
	
	

	Recommendation 1 on improved notification and consent
	26 May 2005 

Final TF report (inc. public comments) sent to GNSO Council with list of questions / implementation issues.

GNSO Council requested advice from ICANN legal counsel on wording of recommendation.  


	18 August 2005

Voting deferred pending legal advice on whether notice can be construed as consent 
	 16 November 2005
Staff report on legal advice. 
	Submit Council report to the Board.



	
	
	
	
	

	Rec. 2 on a policy and procedure national laws

(Task 5) 
	25 October 2005

WHOIS Task Force agreed Final Task Force Report. 
19 October 2005

Staff circulated draft Final Task Force Report to WHOIS Task Force
2 October, 2005

Task Force initial report is posted for public comments until 2 October, 2005. 
12 September 2005

Task Force initial report posted on ICANN website for 20 day public comment period. 

6 September 2005

Task force vote on recommendation passed unanimously. 

22 June 2005

Call for constituency statements on draft recommendation, deadline; 21 July 2005.  


	27 October 2005
Pending final changes, submission of final task force report to GNSO Council


	16 November 2005
Council to consider final task force report. 

	

	
	
	
	
	

	Task 1

Define purpose of Whois in context of ICANN’s mission, etc.
	12 Sept - 25 October 2005
All outstanding constituency statements received, further Task Force conference calls held to develop and define purpose of WHOIS.  Task Force conference calls increased to one a week to meet goals. 
12 September 2005

Task Force conference call discussed purpose of Whois and decided to form two working groups to propose definitions of technical and legal contact purposes. 

21 July 2005 

Deadline for constituency statements. 

16 June 2005

Staff compiled information on current uses of Whois data.


	Purpose of WHOIS under development by WHOIS Task Force. 

	29 November 2005
Task force to prepare preliminary report on purpose of WHOIS for presentation and discussion at GNSO Public Forum. 
	December 2005 /January 2006
Public comments period on preliminary report

January / February 2006

Preparation of final task force report

	
	
	
	
	

	Task 2

Define purpose of Whois contacts
	1 November 2005

Constituency statements reviewed by Task Force to assist work on defining purpose of WHOIS. 
12 September 2005

Task force conference call discussed constituency statements on the purpose of Whois and decided to form two working groups to propose definitions of technical and legal contact purposes. 

21 July 2005 

Deadline for constituency statements. 

TF reps also asked to submit information on how the registrants populate the contact fields.

Registrars also asked to submit information on what guidance is given to registrants  on contact types, and if default data is populated into each. 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Task 3

Determine which data should be available for public access and how to access non publicly accessible data
	7 June 2005

Task force decided to work on this issue before the July ICANN meeting in Luxembourg, if there was time, and after that meeting if there was not. 


	Item not currently active


	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Task 4

Determine how to improve inaccurate data reporting, and for investigating and correcting inaccurate data.
	5 October 2005

Accuracy working group met, reviewed 2005 WDRP report. 
15 September 2005

Staff has gathering information on WHOIS Data Reporting System to inform the group’s work. 

28 July 2005

GNSO Council created a working group to review implementation of current 
WHOIS policies on accuracy (e.g WHOIS data reminder policy, and WHOIS problem reporting system).

Working group chair: Niklas Lagergren (IP constituency)
	
	November 2005
Accuracy group will meet to review other existing work and develop approach. 
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Tiered access
	26 October 2005
Staff information-gathering work has not been completed.   

26 August 2005

Whois TF asked Maria Farrell (MF)  to provide:

· Information on differences between data elements registrars are required to collect and display

· Information from a review of work done by previous task forces on proxy services 
7 June 2005

Whois TF decided to work on tiered access (Task 4) on the mailing list. 

28 June 2005

Ross Rader compiled information on previous task force proposals on tiered access and submitted it to the mailing list: http://forum.icann.org/lists/gnso-dow123/msg00435.html 


	
	TBA
	


WHOIS Task Force terms of reference tasks (agreed by GNSO Council, 2nd June 2005):
(1) Define the purpose of the WHOIS service in the context of ICANN's mission and relevant core values, international and national laws protecting privacy of natural persons, international and national laws
that relate specifically to the WHOIS service, and the changing nature of Registered Name Holders.

(2) Define the purpose of the Registered Name Holder, technical, and administrative contacts, in the context of the purpose of WHOIS, and the purpose for which the data was collected. Use the relevant definitions from Exhibit C of the Transfers Task force report as a starting point. 

(3) Determine what data collected should be available for public access in the context of the purpose of WHOIS. Determine how to access data that is not available for public access. 

(4) Determine how to improve the process for notifying a registrar of inaccurate WHOIS data, and the process for investigating and correcting inaccurate data. Currently a registrar "shall, upon notification by any person of an inaccuracy in the contact information associated with a Registered Name sponsored by Registrar, take reasonable steps to investigate that claimed inaccuracy. In the event Registrar learns of
inaccurate contact information associated with a Registered Name it sponsors, it shall take reasonable steps to correct that inaccuracy."

(5) Determine how to resolve differences between a Registered Name Holder's, gTLD Registrar's, or gTLD Registry's obligation to abide by all applicable laws and governmental regulations that relate to the
WHOIS service, as well as the obligation to abide by the terms of the agreements with ICANN that relate to the WHOIS service. [Note this task refers to the current work in the WHOIS task force called 'Recommendation 2', A Procedure for conflicts, when there are conflicts between a registrar's of registry's legal obligations under local privacy laws and their contractual obligations to ICANN.]

