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This list includes pending GNSO Council projects. It does not reflect the full granularity of each task, just current status and next scheduled action(s).

	GNSO Working Groups / Work Teams / Drafting Teams

	Description
	Initiated
	Target Date 
	Who holds
Token
	Pending action/status

	GNSO Standing Committee on Improvements Implementation (SCI)


Chair: Ron Andruff

Vice-Chair: Avri Doria

Staff: J. Hedlund, M. Wong, M. Konings 

The GNSO Standing Committee on Improvements Implementation (SCI) reviews and assesses the effective functioning of recommendations related to GNSO Improvements that have been approved by the Council. It was recently confirmed as a standing committee by the GNSO Council.
	2011-Apr-07
	Ongoing
	SCI
	The SCI is working on the following topics:

1. Working Group survey;
2. Re-submitting a motion.
3. Voting by email.
4. Waiver under the GNSO Operating Procedures.
On 15 October the SCI sent a revised Charter to the Council Chair. The Council approved the Charter at its meeting on 31 October. It did not change decision-making methodology, but may do so in future.  

	Cross-Community Working Groups Framework Drafting Team
Discussion leader: J. Robinson

Staff: M. Wong, J. Hedlund

A new CWG Framework drafting team will be formed to further refine the principles for cross-community working groups.
	19 May 2011
	Ongoing
	Staff/J. Robinson
	At its meeting on 10 October 2013, the GNSO Council passed a motion to establish a new CWG Framework Drafting Team that would include members from the other SOs and ACs, to be co-chaired by the GNSO and ccNSO. The new Drafting Team is to be formed by the time of the first GNSO Council meeting following the Buenos Aires meeting. On 10 November 2013 ICANN Staff published a paper summarizing the original Drafting Team Principles and the ccNSO feedback, and recommending next steps for the new DT. GNSO Council Chair has written to the other SO/AC chairs soliciting their participation in the new DT.

	



	
	
	
	

	Protection of Intergovernmental Organization Names in New gTLDs
Staff: B. Cobb, M. Wong
Chair:  Thomas Rickert

Council Liaison:  Jeff Neuman
	April 2012
	Nov 2013
	Council
	The GNSO Council approved the motion to commence a PDP at the Toronto Meeting and adopted the WG Charter at its November 2012 meeting. The WG published its draft Final Report on 20 September. The public comment forum closed on 31 October 2013.  The WG finalized its recommendations based on review of the public comments.  The formal consensus call was confirmed and the Final Report was submitted to the GNSO Council on 10 Nov 2013 for their consideration. Minority Position statements by WG stakeholders are due 15 Nov. 

	IRTP Part D PDP WG
Co-Chair: James Bladel, Mikey O’Connor

Council Liaison: Volker Greimann

Staff: L. Hoffmann, M. Konings.
PDP on the remaining IRTP issues which include:

a) Reporting requirements for registries and dispute providers in relation to the TDRP;

b) How to handle disputes when multiple transfers have occurred in the TDRP;

c) Should dispute options for registrants be developed;

d) Should there be requirements or best practices for registrars to make information on transfer dispute resolution options available;

e) Are existing penalties for policy violations sufficient;

f) Have EPP AuthInfo codes eliminated the need for FOAs.
	17 Oct 2012
	Ongoing
	WG
	The WG held its first meeting on 25 February and will continue to meet on a weekly basis. The WG reached out to the community and has finished reviewing the received input. The WG is now in the process of drafting its initial recommendations and has agreed on draft recommendation for four of the six charter questions successfully so far. It will continue its substantive works focussing specifically on changes to the TDRP. The goal for the publication of the Initial Report is currently set for December 2013. 

	Policy & Implementation WG
Co-Chairs: Chuck Gomes, J. Scott Evans
Council Liaison: Jeff Neuman

Staff: M. Konings, M. Wong
The WG is tasked to provide the GNSO Council with a set of recommendations on:

· A set of principles that would underpin any GNSO policy and implementation related discussions
· A process for developing gTLD policy, perhaps in the form of “Policy Guidance”, including criteria for when it would be appropriate to use such a process (for developing policy other than “Consensus Policy”) instead of a GNSO Policy Development Process;
· A framework for implementation related discussions associated with GNSO Policy Recommendations;
· Criteria to be used to determine when an action should be addressed by a policy process and when it should be considered implementation, and; 
· Further guidance on how GNSO Implementation Review Teams are expected to function and operate. 
	9 May 2013
	Ongoing
	WG
	Following from the work plan sub-team’s initial work on mapping out the different activities, a second sub-team was formed to develop a set of working definitions that will inform the WG’s discussions and tasks as identified in the final work plan. This sub-team held a meeting on 11 November 2013 and intends to present an initial document for WG discussion in Buenos Aires. Another sub-team is in the process of forming to develop working principles for the WG and a call for volunteers has been issued. The WG also intends to publish a set of initial questions for community feedback at its scheduled meeting in Buenos Aires.

	GNSO Metrics & Reporting DT (Uniformity of Reporting)

Chair: M. O’Conner
Staff: B. Cobb, L. Hoffmann
The WG is tasked to provide the GNSO Council with a set of recommendations on:

· A set of principles that may compliment any GNSO policy efforts related to metric/data requirements to better inform the policy development process;

· A process for requesting metrics and reports both internal to ICANN or external, including GNSO contracted parties;

· A framework for distributing metrics and reports to Working Groups, the GNSO Council and the GNSO as a whole;

· Changes, if any, to existing Working Group Guidelines and work product templates
	17 Oct 2012
	On-going
	DT
	At its May 2013 meeting, the GNSO Council approved a motion to form a Drafting Team developing a charter for a non-PDP Working Group considering additional methods for collecting necessary metrics and reporting from Contracted Parties and other external resources. The DT is meeting weekly to complete the MetRep charter, including a F2F meeting at the Buenos Aires meeting. The DT envisages that it will submit the Charter to the GNSO Council in December 2013 or January 2014.

	RAA Privacy & Proxy Services Accreditation Issues PDP
Chair(s): TBC

Staff: M. Wong, M. Konings 

Council Liaison: Maria Farrell
The Registrar Accreditation Agreement (RAA), the contract governing the relationship between ICANN and accredited registrars, has been in place since 2001. The Board initiated negotiations for a new RAA in October 2011, and requested an Issue Report from the GNSO at the same time. The final version of the new RAA was approved by the Board in June 2013, thereby signifying that the RAA negotiations were concluded. Per the Board’s 2011 request, the remaining issues, which have been identified as those relating to privacy & proxy services and their accreditation, will be examined in this PDP.
	2009 May-21
	Ongoing
	WG
	The GNSO Council adopted a charter for the PDP WG at its meeting on 31 October 2013. A call for volunteers has been issued and an initial meeting has been scheduled for Buenos Aires.


	Other GNSO Activities 

	Description
	Initiated
	Target Date 
	Who holds
Token
	Pending action/status

	STUDIES

	WHOIS Studies
Staff: Mary Wong
The GNSO Council approved several studies of WHOIS.  Topics include Misuse of WHOIS Data, Registrant Identification Information, Proxy and Privacy “Abuse” and Proxy and Privacy “Relay” and “Reveal”.  
Budget was approved by the ICANN Board for these studies.
	2007 Oct-31
	Ongoing
	Staff 

	Staff is overseeing four studies of WHOIS as requested by the GNSO, the last of which are now nearing completion:
1. A Misuse of Public gTLD WHOIS Data Study – conducted by researchers at Carnegie Mellon University (CMU). Internal review of the initial findings has been completed and a summary will be presented to the GNSO in Buenos Aires. The findings will be published for public comment immediately following the Buenos Aires meeting. CMU will conduct a webinar during the public comment period.
2.  A Registrant Identification Study –launched in October 2011, with draft analysis by NORC. A webinar with summary findings was held on 6 March. The Final Report has been published.
3. A Proxy/ Privacy “Abuse” Study – conducted by the National Physical Lab of the UK (NPL). The study was released for public comment on 24 September 2013. Staff will gather and review the public comments received with the NPL team, with a view to publishing a final report before the end of 2013.
4. A pre-study “survey” on Proxy/Privacy “Relay” and “Reveal” – final report [PDF, 1.23MB] has been published and this study is now completed.


	AWAITING COUNCIL ACTION

	Description
	Initiated
	Target Date 
	Who holds
Token
	Pending action/status

	




	
	
	
	

	Translation/Transliteration of  Internationalized Registration Data PDP. 

Staff: J. Hedlund/L. Hoffmann
The Council approved the initiation of a PDP on translation and transliteration of contact information on 13 June 2013. 
	17 Oct 2012
	10 Oct 2013
	Council
	The Drafting Team completed its work on the Charter, which was submitted to the GNSO Council for consideration.  The motion to adopt the Charter was withdrawn at the 31 October meeting and the Drafting Team produced a revised Charter to be considered at the 20 November meeting. If/when the Charter is adopted, a call for volunteers to form a Working Group will be circulated.  

	


	
	
	
	



	




	
	
	
	


	




	
	
	
	


	Staff Implementation

	Issue Report on the purpose of collecting and maintaining gTLD registration data and on solutions to improve accuracy and access to gTLD registration data.

Staff: M. Wong, M. Konings, L. Hoffmann
	2012-Nov-8
	
	Staff
	The Board resolution on the Whois RT Recommendations (see http://www.icann.org/en/groups/board/documents/resolutions-08nov12-en.htm) directs preparation of an Issue Report on the purpose of collecting and maintaining gTLD registration data, and on solutions to improve accuracy and access to gTLD registration data, as part of a Board-initiated GNSO policy development process. The Preliminary Issue Report was published for public comment on 15 March 2013. The comment forum closed on 13 May. A Final Issue Report will be published following the finalization of the EWG recommendations.

	‘Thick’ WHOIS PDP WG
Chairs: Mikey O’Connor

Council Liaison: Volker Greimann

Staff: M. Konings, B. Cobb
As recommended by the IRTP Part B Working Group, the GNSO Council requested ICANN Staff to prepare an Issue Report on the requirement of ‘thick’ WHOIS for all incumbent gTLDs. At its meeting in Costa Rica, the GNSO Council initiated the PDP.
	Nov 2012
	
	Staff / Board
	The GNSO Council adopted the WG’s full consensus recommendations at its 31 Oct 2013 meeting. A public comment period is now open until 28 Dec 2013 as a requirement prior to ICANN Board’s consideration.  http://www.icann.org/en/news/public-comment/thick-whois-recommendations-06nov13-en.htm

	INACTIVE PROJECTS

	Uniform Dispute Resolution Policy Issue Report 

Staff:  
Request for an Issue Report on the current state of the UDRP.
	2011-Feb-03
	Completed for now (with further Issue Report due in March 2015)
	
	The GNSO Council deferred commencement of a PDP, except with regard to the lock issue.  An Issue Report reviewing all rights protection mechanisms (current and developed for the New gTLD Program) including the UDRP and URS was requested by the GNSO Council, to be delivered eighteen months after the first delegation of new gTLDS (which occurred in October 2013). 


	Joint SO/AC Working Groups

	Description
	Initiated
	Target Date 
	Who holds
Token
	Pending action/status

	Geo Regions Review Community-wide Working Group
Chair: Dave Archbold (ccNSO)

GNSO Council Reps:  Zahid Jamil and Ching Chiao
Staff: R. Hoggarth
This Board-chartered cross community WG has consulted with ICANN stakeholders regarding the definition and applications of ICANN’s Geographic Regions.  Changes could have broad impact, so this WG has representatives from most SOs and ACs. 
	2008 Aug-07
	17 October 2013
	WG
	The Working Group has published its Final Report recommendations (see - http://www.icann.org/en/news/announcements/announcement-22jun13-en.htm) The Final Report has been circulated to all ICANN SOs and ACs (including the Council) for review and comment. Comments (if any) were due to the Working Group on 17 October 2013). The Council did not submit comments to the WG. The WG Chair will be following up with the Council as the Charter of the WG requires some form of written SO-AC response to the recommendation before the Final Report of the WG can be shared with the Board.

	Joint ccNSO-GNSO IDN Working Group (JIG)
ccNSO Co-chair: Yound Eum Lee
GNSO Co-chair: E. Chung

Staff: B. Boswinkel, S. Sheng, M. Wong
This group identified three IDN issues of common interest and is proposing ways to resolve them: 1) Single character IDN ccTLDs and gTLDs; 2) aspects of variant management in the root zone; and 3) universal acceptance of IDN TLDs.
Both the ccNSO and GNSO have extended this charter to continue into 2012.
	2009 July-23
	Ongoing
	WG/Council
	Following are updates on each of the three key areas of work:

1. Single Character IDN ccTLDs and gTLDs:  The GNSO and ccNSO both approved a Final Report. In August the Board requested further advice from the SOs and ACs. New advice was offered by the SSAC, SAC 52, see, http://www.icann.org/en/committees/security/sac052.pdf.  On 24 February, the GNSO and ccNSO Councils submitted a response to the Board reiterating support for the introduction of single character IDN TLDs and asking clarifying questions, see http://gnso.icann.org/mailing-lists/archives/council/msg12678.html.
2. IDN Variant TLDs: The ICANN Board requested input from SOs and ACs in April 2013 (see http://www.icann.org/en/groups/board/documents/resolutions-11apr13-en.htm#2.a). The JIG has prepared a response letter which has now been approved by both the GNSO and ccNSO Councils and submitted to the Board.
3. Universal acceptance. The JIG has published its Draft Final Report on this topic for public comment; reply comments which closed on 16 August 2013, http://www.icann.org/en/news/public-comment/idn-tld-acceptance-final-25jun13-en.htm). The JIG is finalizing its report and will be discussing whether any further work is required or whether it has fulfilled its charter requirements in Buenos Aires. 

	Joint Security and Stability Analysis Community Working Group (DNS Cert)
ccNSO Co-Chair: Jörg Schweiger, .de
GNSO Co-Chair: M. O’Connor
Staff: B. Boswinkel, J. Hedlund


	2010 June
	Ongoing
	WG
	The DSSA has submitted its Final Phase 1 Report to its respective Chartering organizations and a letter to ask them to consider closing the WG.
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	Approved GNSO PDP Recommendations - Status (For Information Only)

	Description
	Adopted
	Target Date 
	Who holds
Token
	Pending action/status

	IRTP Part B PDP Adopted Recommendations

	5. Promotion by ALAC and other ICANN structures of the measures outlined in a recent SSAC report: A Registrant's Guide to Protecting Domain Name Registration Accounts (SAC 044). (See http://gnso.icann.org/resolutions/#201106 for text of resolution)
	22 June 2011
	
	SOs/ACs
	Chair of the GNSO Council has sent messages to the Chairs of ALAC, SSAC, ccNSO, GAC, ASO (see http://gnso.icann.org/mailing-lists/archives/council/msg11736.html) to inform them about the recommendation and open discussions.

	IRTP Part B Recommendation #9 – part 2

The GNSO Council resolved in Singapore that prior to consideration of the recommendation which states: "denial reason #7 should be replaced by adding a new provision in a different section of the IRTP on when and how domains may be locked or unlocked", the GNSO Council requests ICANN Staff to provide a proposal for such a new provision, taking into account the IRTP Part B WG deliberations in relation to this issue (see IRTP Part B Final Report - (Recommendation #9 - part 2). Upon review of the proposal, the Council will consider the recommendation.
	2011-Jun-22
	
	Staff
	The ICANN Board adopted the recommendation and staff proposal at its meeting in Costa Rica. ICANN Staff has started working on the implementation of the recommendation.

	IRTP Part B Recommendation #8

The GNSO Council resolved in Singapore that prior to considering a recommendation to standardize and clarify WHOIS status messages regarding Registrar Lock status, the GNSO Council asked staff to provide a proposal to ensure that it is technically feasible to implement this recommendation. Staff should take into account the IRTP Part B WG deliberations in relation to this issue (see IRTP Part B Final Report). (IRTP Part B Recommendation #8). The goal of these changes is to clarify why the Lock has been applied and how it can be changed. Upon review of the proposed plan, the Council will consider whether to approve the recommendation.
	2011-Jun-22
	
	Staff
	The ICANN Board adopted the recommendation at its meeting on 6 May (see http://www.icann.org/en/groups/board/documents/resolutions-06may12-en.htm#1.5). ICANN Staff published the proposed implementation plan for public comment on 10 May 2013 (see  http://www.icann.org/en/news/public-comment/wisp-10may13-en.htm). The Reply period for public comment closed on 24 June 2013. 

	IRTP Part C Recommendations

	The GNSO Council unanimously adopted the recommendations of the IRTP Part C PDP at its meeting on 17 October 2012 (see http://gnso.icann.org/en/resolutions#20121017-4). 
	17 Oct 2012
	
	Staff
	The ICANN Board adopted the IRTP Part C recommendations at its meeting in December (see https://www.icann.org/en/groups/board/documents/resolutions-20dec12-en.htm#2.a). As instructed by the GNSO Council, an Implementation Review Team was formed and at its first meeting with staff the development of the implementation plan was discussed. Sessions will continue as necessary after the Durban meeting.  


	Locking of a Domain Name Subject to UDRP Proceedings Recommendations

	The GNSO Council unanimously adopted the recommendations of the Locking of a Domain Name subect to UDRP Proceedings at its meeting of 1 August 2013. 
	1 Aug 2013
	
	Staff
	The ICANN Board adopted the Locking of a Domain Name subject to UDRP Proceedings at its meeting on 28 September (see http://www.icann.org/en/groups/board/documents/resolutions-28sep13-en.htm#1.c). As instructed by the GNSO Council, an Implementation Review Team has been formed.


	Outstanding Recommendations for Council Action

	Description
	Who holds
Token
	Pending action/status

	None
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