Cross-Community Working Group on the Use of Country and Territory Names
The CWG is currently seeking informal feedback on (deadline: TBD): 

Options (and corresponding benefits and burdens) in relation to the future use of three-letter codes as TLDs.
	Status quo (according to the 2012 Applicant Guidebook) with regard to three-letter codes:


- Applied-for gTLD strings in ASCII must be composed of three or more visually distinct characters.

- Applications for strings that are country or territory names will not be approved, as they are not available under the New gTLD Program in this application round. A string shall be considered to be a country or territory name if  […] it is an alpha-3 code listed in the ISO 3166-1 standard.




The CWG is working to identify all options, as well as the benefits and burdens of each, for policy covering future use of three-letter codes as TLDs.

It would be extremely helpful for CWG members to share their thoughts – and those of their respective SO/ACs or SG/Cs – and insert them into the table below. 
	Option
	Application
	Benefits
	Burdens/Risks

	1. All three-character strings reserved for use as ccTLD only, ineligible for use as gTLD
	ASCII
	
	

	2. Three-character strings eligible for use as gTLD if not in conflict with ISO 3166-3.
	
	
	

	3. Three-character strings eligible for use as gTLD if not in conflict with ISO 3166 unless accompanied by documentation of support or non-objection from the relevant government or public authorities.
	ASCII
	
	

	3. Unrestricted use of three-character strings if not in conflict with any applicable string similarity rules.
	ASCII
	
	

	4.  Future three-character strings reserved for use as IDN ccTLD only, ineligible for use as gTLD
	IDN
	
	

	5. Unrestricted use of three-character strings if not in conflict with an existing TLD or any applicable string similarity rules.
	IDN
	
	

	 6. Additional comments
	 
	 
	 


� The ISO List is not freely available; � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISO_3166-1_alpha-3" \l "cite_note-4" ��this wikepedia page� lists all current codes in use as all as those previsouly in use but now deleted.





