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HHAANNSS  CCOORREELLLL    

AAmmbbaassssaaddoorr    

Personal 

Name:  CORELL, Hans Axel Valdemar  

Born:  7 July 1939, Västermo, Sweden  

Citizenship: Swedish  

Family:  Married 1964 to Inger Corell, MA (languages), High-school 
teacher, one daughter and one son 

Languages:  Swedish, English, French, German 

Homepage: http://www.havc.se  

Present engagements 

July 2004 - Legal expert engaged in many different activities at the national and 
international level, inter alia as mediator, legal adviser, lecturer, and 
member of different boards. For further information reference is made to   
http://www.havc.se/PresentEngagements.htm  

Professional career 

March 2004 Ambassador at Large, Ministry for Foreign Affairs.  Retired from public 
- June 2004 service on 30 June 2004 
 
1994-2004 Under-Secretary-General for Legal Affairs and the Legal Counsel of the 

United Nations 
 

Function involving position as head of the Office of Legal Affairs, 
comprising 160-170 staff members. The Office is responsible for the 
United Nations Legal Activities programme, consisting of the following 
six sub-programmes:  

� Overall direction, management and co-ordination of legal advice and 
services to the United Nations as a whole  

� General legal services to United Nations organs and programmes  
� Progressive development and codification of international law 
� Law of the sea and ocean affairs  
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� Progressive harmonisation and unification of the law of international 
trade  

� Custody, registration and publication of treaties.  

In addition, the Legal Counsel represents the Secretary-General in judicial 
and arbitral proceedings; certifies legal instruments issued on behalf of the 
United Nations; and convenes meetings of the legal advisers of the United 
Nations system and represents the United Nations at such meetings 

 
1984-1994 Ambassador and Under-Secretary for Legal and Consular Affairs, Ministry 

for Foreign Affairs. Function involving the position as Head of the Legal 
Department and responsibility for the legal aspects of the work of the 
United Nations (3rd  and 6th Committees and the International Law 
Commission), the Council of Europe and the CSCE; public international 
law in general; investment protection; boundaries and maritime 
delimitation; human rights, humanitarian law; treaty law 

 

1981-1984 Under-Secretary for Legal Affairs, Ministry of Justice. Function involving 
responsibility for legislative work in the fields of constitutional law, 
administrative law, certain matters related to international law, i.a. 
maritime law, and penal law 

 
1980-2004  Judge of Appeal (appointed in 1980 but was granted permanent leave of 

office until retirement in 2004) 
 

1979-1981 Assistant Under-Secretary, Ministry of Justice. Head of the Division for 
Constitutional and Administrative Law 

 
1974-1979 Legal Adviser, Ministry of Justice. Legislative work concerning real 

estates, property formation, companies and incorporated associations, data 
protection, secrecy, general administrative law, the relation between the 
Realm and the Church of Sweden, constitutional law 

 
1974  Associate Judge of Appeal  
 
1973  Additional Member of Svea Court of Appeal in its capacity as Water 

Rights Court of Appeal  
 
1972  Legal Adviser, Ministry of Justice. Legislation work concerning real estate 
 
1968-1972 Assistant Judge at Västervik District Court. Also Judge-Registrar for titles 

to land 
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1962-1967 Law clerk at Eksjö District Court and Reporting clerk at Göta Court of 
Appeal 

 
1962, 1965 Military service: Royal Infantry Regiment of Gotland; Headquarters of the 

Armed Forces (legal function) 

Special missions after retirement from public service 

 
Chairman of the Conference “Common Concern for the Arctic”, organised 
by the Nordic Council of Ministers at Ilulissat, Greenland, on 9-10 
September 2008 
 
Assisted the InterAction Council of Former Heads of State and 
Government in the preparation of and during their 26th Annual Plenary 
Session, held in Stockholm on 25-27 June 2008. See 
http://www.interactioncouncil.org  
 
Member of the team assisting the Panel of Eminent African Personalities, 
chaired by former UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, to support the 
Kenya National Dialogue and Reconciliation. Chairman of its Legal 
Working Group on Governance. Kenya, February 2008 
 
Chairman of the XXVIII Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting, held in 
Stockholm on 6-17 June 2005    
 
Engaged in training of Iraqi judges, organised by the International Bar 
Association in 2004 and 2005 
 
Coordinator of a working group on legal responses to terrorism, which was 
established during the preparations for the International Summit on 
Democracy, Terrorism and Security, organised by Club de Madrid (former 
Heads of State and Government) in Madrid on 8-11 March 2005.  See 
http://www.clubmadrid.org 
 
Senior Counsel at Mannheimer Swartling 1 March 2005 - 28 February 
2009. See http://www.mannheimerswartling.se/en/   

Special United Nations assignments 

 
Chairman of the United Nations delegation in the negotiations of the 
Agreement establishing the Special Court for Sierra Leone (2000-2002) 
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Chairman of the United Nations delegation in the negotiations of the 
Agreement between the United Nations and the Royal Government of 
Cambodia Concerning the Prosecution under Cambodian Law of Crimes 
Committed during the Period of Democratic Kampuchea (1999-2003) 
 
Overseeing the Office of Internal Oversight Services (OIOS) from 15 
November 1999 to 20 April 2000, pending the arrival of the successor to 
Under-Secretary-General Karl Th. Paschke 
 
Organising in 1998 and carrying out in 1999 the transfer of the two Libyan 
citizens, suspected of bombing Pan Am Flight 103 on 21 December 1988, 
for trial before a Scottish Court sitting in the Netherlands, pursuant to 
Security Council resolution 1192 (1998) (The Lockerbie case) 
 
Representative of the Secretary-General at the Conference on the 
Establishment of an International Criminal Court (15 June – 17 July 1998) 
 
Assisting the Secretary-General on his mission to Baghdad 21-23 February 
1998 to meet with President Saddam Hussein resulting in a Memorandum 
of Understanding on access by the UN weapons inspectors to the 
presidential palaces, subsequently endorsed by the Security Council in 
resolution 1154 (1998) 
 
Chairman of the United Nations delegation in the oil-for-food talks with 
Iraq on the basis of Security Council resolution 986 (1995) from 6 
February to 20 May 1996, when a Memorandum of Understanding 
between the Secretariat of the United Nations and the Government of Iraq 
was signed 
 
Overseeing the establishment of the International Seabed Authority (1994-
1996), the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (1994-1996) and 
the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf (1997) 
 
Overseeing the establishment of the International Criminal Tribunal for 
Rwanda (1994-1995) 
 
Overseeing the last phase of the establishment of the International 
Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (1994) 

Other legal functions in addition to positions held 
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Chairman of the CSCE Group of Legal and Other Experts producing 
Provisions Concerning the Legal Capacity of the CSCE Institutions and 
Privileges and Immunities, adopted by the CSCE Rome Council Meeting 
on 30 November 1993 

 
Chairman of the Working Group at the 1992 CSCE Expert Meeting on 
Peaceful Settlement of Disputes in Geneva producing i.a. the Convention 
on Conciliation and Arbitration within the CSCE signed in Stockholm on 
15 December 1992 

 
Member of the CSCE Moscow Human Dimension Mechanism to Bosnia-
Herzegovina and Croatia, September 1992 - February 1993. Author 
together with two co-rapporteurs of a report on Croatia on 7 October 1992 
and a report under the title "Proposal for an International War Crimes 
Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia" on 9 February 1993 (cf. UN Doc. 
S/25307, 18 February 1993) 

 
Chairman of the Council of Europe Committee of Legal Advisers on 
Public International Law 1992-1994 

 
Nominated expert for the CSCE Human Dimension Mechanism (The 
Moscow Human Dimension Mechanism) 1992-1994 

 
Nominated member of the CSCE Dispute Settlement Mechanism (The 
Valletta Mechanism) 1991-1994 

 
Delegate at the UN General Assembly 1985-1993 

 
Head of delegation to the 1991 CSCE Meeting on Peaceful Settlement of 
Disputes in Valletta. Co-ordinator for the Principles of the Valletta 
Document 

 
Agent of the Government of Sweden before the European Commission of 
Human Rights and the European Court of Human Rights 1983-1994 
 
Member of various expert committees within the Council of Europe, the 
OECD and the CSCE 

 
Chairman of the Swedish delegation in negotiations on maritime 
delimitation between Sweden and the Soviet Union, Poland and Finland 
and in various other bilateral matters 1984-1994 

 
Member of various expert committees, boards etc. in Sweden, including 
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Supervisory Board (Parole Board) and Discharge Council for Institutional 
Psychiatric Care, and legal adviser to Commanders of regiments  

Arbitration 

 
Member of the Permanent Court of Arbitration, The Hague, since 1990 
 
Designated to serve on the Panel of Arbitrators maintained by the 
International Centre for Investments Disputes (ICSID) for a period of six 
years, extending through 26 November 2012 

Board memberships, etc. 

 
2006-  Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Raoul Wallenberg Institute of 

Human Rights and Humanitarian Law 
 
2006-  Counsellor, American Society of International Law 
 
2005-  Member of the Council of the Human Rights Institute (HRI) of the 

International Bar Association 
 
2005-  Member of the Advisory Board of the International Center for Ethics, 

Justice and Public Life at Brandeis University, Waltham, Massachusetts 
 
2005-  Individual member of the International Legal Assistance Consortium 

(ILAC) 
 
1987-1994 Member of the Board of the Swedish Branch of the International Law 

Association; Chairman of the Board 1992-1994 
 
1985-1996 Member of the Board of the Swedish Society of Comparative Law  
 
1984-1994 Member of the Board of the Swedish Institute of International Law  
 
1983-1994 Member of the Board of the Swedish Performing Rights Society (STIM)  
 
1981-1987 Member of the Board of the Law Faculty of the University of Uppsala  

Education and academic and other awards 
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1957  Studentexamen (baccalauréat) 
 
1962  Law degree (LLB), University of Uppsala, Sweden 
 
1997  Doctor of Laws h.c., Stockholm University, Sweden 
 
2001  The William J. Butler Human Rights Medal, awarded by the Urban 

Morgan Institute for Human Rights of the University of Cincinnati College 
of Law 

 
2005  Cox International Humanitarian Award for Advancing Global Justice, 

from Case Western Reserve University School of Law 
 
2007  Doctor of Laws h.c., Lund University, Sweden 
 
2009  Honorary Membership in recognition of distinguished services in the field 

of international law, awarded by the American Society of International 
Law 

 
2009  World Order Under Law Award, conferred by the American Bar 

Association Section of International Law in recognition of his substantial 
contributions to and visionary leadership in advancing “The Just Rule of 
Law” 

Publications 

   
 Reflections on the Security Council and Its Mandate to Maintain 

International Peace and Security. In: Law at War – The Law as it was 
and the Law as it Should Be. Ed. O. Engdahl and P. Wrange. 
Koninklijke Brill BV. The Netherland (2008) (p. 61-74) 
 

 The Right Climate for the Rule of Law. In: International Bar News 
April 2008 
 

 The North is not the Wild West. In: The Globe and Mail, 28 April 
2008 
 

 Rättspositivismen i folkrätten i ett praktiskt perspektiv. En 
kommentar. In: Svensk Juristtidning, Vol. 1, 2008: 30-36 
 

 Remarks at the opening of a Colloquium on the Topicality of the 1907 
Hague Conference, the second Peace Conference. In: The Hague 
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Academy of international Law. Ed. Yves Daudet. Martinus Nijhoff  
Publishers, Leiden/London (2008) (p. 19-24) 

 
 Sovereignty and Humanity: Reality and Possibility. In: Denver 

Journal of International Law and Policy, Vol. 36, Ed. 1, 2007: 101-
108  
 

 International Law and Changing Climate. In: The World Rule of Law 
Movement and Russian Legal Reform. Ed. Francis Neate and Holly 
Nielsen. Justitsinform, Moscow (2007) (p. 208-218)  
 

 Who Needs Reforming the Most – the UN or its Members? In: Nordic 
Journal of International Law, Vol. 76 (2007) No. 2-3 (p. 265-279) 
 

 Reflections on the possibilities and limitations of a binding legal 
regime for the Arctic.  In:  Environmental Policy and Law, Vol. 37 
(2007) No. 4 (p. 321-324) 
 

 The Role of Public International Law and the lCJ in a Changing 
World. In: Freedom from Nuclear Weapons through Legal 
Accountability and Good Faith. Ed. George Farebrother for the World 
Court Coalition. Russell Press Ltd. (2007) (p. 12-22) 
 

 International Law in Flux.  In: 14. Forum Globale Fragen: 
Völkerrecht im Wandel. Auswärtiges Amt, Berlin.  Bonifacius 
GmBH, Paderborn (2006) (p. 101-110) 
 

 Bush’s War has damaged the United Nations.  In: Swords into 
Plowshares : Building Peace through the United Nations, Leiden [etc.] 
Nijhoff (2006) (p. 11-15) 
 

 Sverige har särskilt ansvar för att FN blir slagkraftigt.  In: Dagens 
Nyheter, 9 September 2005.  Also as Responsabilidad de Suecia en la 
ONU.  In: Agenda Internacional.  Año 2 No. 6 (2005) (p. 50-53) 
 

 Reflektioner om FN:s framtid.  In: FN Globalt Uppdrag.  Ed. Lars 
Eriksson, Berith Granath, Birger Halldén.  FN-forbundet (2005) (p. 
443-447)  
 

 
  

Reforming the United Nations. In: International Organizations Law 
Review,  Vol. 2 No. 2 (2005) (p. 373-390) 
 

 International Criminal Law – How Long Will Some Miss the Missing 
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Link?  In: Case Western Reserve Journal of International Law, Vol. 
37 No. 1 (2005) (p. 11-20) 
 

 Legal Responses to Terrorism.  In: Towards a Democratic Response. 
The Club de Madrid Series on Democracy and Terrorism, Vol. III 
(2005) (p. 13-19) 
   

 The Global Compact.  In: Corporate Social Responsibility – The 
Corporate Governance of the 21st Century.  Ed. Ramon Mullerat. 
Kluwer Law International (2005) (p. 235-242) 
 

 FN, folkrätten och framtiden. In: Svensk Juristtidning, Vol. 4, 2004: 
333-350 
 

 Mot nya horisonter. Anförande hållet vid Kungl. 
Örlogsmannasällskapets högtidssammanträde den 15 november 2004. 
In: Tidskrift i Sjöväsendet, N:r 4 2004 (p. 398-404) 
 

 A Challenge to the United Nations and the World: Developing the 
Rule of Law.  In: Temple International & Comparative Law Journal, 
Vol. 18, Number 2 Fall 2004 (p. 391-402) 
 

 International Law in the Twenty-first Century: The Millennium 
Declaration and Prospects for the Future. In: Essays on International 
Law, Asian-African Legal Consultative Organization, Forty-fifth 
Anniversary Commemorative Volume, New Delhi (2001) 
 

 Towards the Rule of Law in International Relations. In:  Proceedings 
of the 95th Annual Meeting of the American Society of International 
Law.  95 ASIL Proc. 262-270 (2001). Also in: Russian Journal of 
International Law, Vol. 2/2001/11: 76-88 
 

 International Rule of Law and the Mandate of the United Nations. In: 
Russian Journal of International Law, Vol. 1/2001/10: 62-76 
 

 The Challenge of Borderless Cyber-Crime – Introductory and 
Concluding Remarks at a Symposium on the occasion of the signing 
of the UN Convention against Transnational Organised Crime, 
Palermo, Italy, 12-14 December 2000. In: The Rule of Law in the 
Global Village: Issues of Sovereignty and Universality. Ed Alex P. 
Schmid and Etihne Boland. ISPAC (2001) (p. 103-109) 
 

 Possibilities and Limitations of International Sanctions Against 
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Terrorism. In: Countering Terrorism through International 
Cooperation. Ed. Alex P. Schmid. ISPAC (2001) (p. 243-259) 
 

 Domarrollen i FN-perspektiv. In: Svensk Juristtidning, Vol. 8, 2000: 
665-676 
 

 From Territorial Sovereignty to Human Security. In: Proceedings of 
the 28th Annual Conference of the Canadian Council on International 
Law, Ottawa, October 28-29, 1999. Kluwer Law International (2000) 
(231-241). Also as De soberania territorial à segurança humana. In: 
Política Externa, Vol. 9 N°1 Junho – Julho – Agosto 2000: 92-103 
 

 Future Role of the United Nations in Oceans and Law of the Sea. In: 
Oceans Policy - New Institutions, Challenges and Opportunities. Ed. 
Myron H. Nordquist and John Norton Moore. Kluwer Law 
International (1999) (p. 15-27) 
 

 Den humanitära rätten i FN-perspektiv. In: Genevekonventionerna 50 
år – några artiklar med anknytning till reglerna om skydd för krigets 
offer. Totalförsvarets folkrättsråd, Försvarsdepartementet, Stockholm 
(1999) (p. 5-12) 
 

 The Relationship between the International Criminal Court and the 
Host Country.  In:  Reflections on the International Criminal Court. 
Ed. A.M. von Hebel, J.G. Lammers, J. Schukking.  T.M.C Asser Press 
(1999) (p. 181-188) 
 

 The Feasibility of Implementing the Hague/St. Petersburg Centennial 
Recommendations Under the UN System.  In:  Peaceful Resolution of 
Major International Disputes.  Ed.  Julie Dahlitz. United Nations 
(1999)(p. 31-48). 
 

 Oversight of the Implementation of the Global Ocean Regime: The 
Role of the United Nations.  In: Order for the Oceans at the turn of the 
Century.  Ed. D. Vidas and W. Østreng.  Fridtjof Nansen Institute 
(1999) (p. 337-342) 
 

 United Nations Office of Legal Affairs.  In: International Law: Theory 
and Practice.  Ed. K. Wellens.  Kluwer Law International (1998) 
(p.305-322) Also in: Svensk Juristtidning, Vol. 10, 1999: 933-953 
 

 The United Nations and the Legal Community in the Promotion of 
Human Rights.  In:  Fordham International Law Journal, Vol. 21 



 
 

11 

December 1997: 519-530 
 

 Cooperation Among Legal Advisers on Public International Law.  In: 
Essays on International Law, Asian-African Legal Consultative 
Committee, Fortieth Anniversary Commemorative Volume, New 
Delhi (1997) Also in: Collection of Essays by Legal Advisers of 
States, Legal Advisers of International Organizations and Practitioners 
in the Field of International Law. United Nations, New York (1999) p. 
523 
 

 The United Nations in Crisis:  Reflections from within the Secretariat. 
 In:  Proceedings of the 90th Annual Meeting of the American Society 
of International Law.  90 ASIL Proc. 324-329 (1996) 
 

 Nuremberg and the Development of an International Criminal Court. 
In: Military Law Review, Vol. 149 Summer 1995: 87-100 
 

 Towards the Twenty-First Century: New Challenges and 
Expectations. In: Proceedings of the 89th Annual Meeting of the 
American Society of International Law.  89 ASIL Proc. 568-573 
(1995) 
 

 International Law as a Language for International Relations.  Opening 
Statement at the United Nations Congress on Public International Law 
held at the United Nations Headquarters, New York, 13-17 March 
1995.  In:  Proceedings of the United Nations Congress on Public 
International Law.  Kluwer Law International (1966).  The statement 
is also reproduced in UNEP's New Way Forward: Environmental Law 
and Sustainable Development.  UNEP (1995) 
 

 International War Crimes Inquiry and Tribunal.  In: The Alleged 
Transnational Criminal.  The Second Biennial International Criminal 
Law Seminar.  Ed: Richard D. Atkins.  Martinus Nijhoff Publishers 
and International Bar Association (1995) 
 

 Third Legal Advisers' Meeting at UN Headquarters in New York.  In: 
American Journal of International Law, Vol. 87 No. 2 April 1993:323-
328 
 

 Proposal for an International War Crimes Tribunal for the Former 
Yugoslavia (co-author), CSCE report on 9 February 1993 
 

 Second Legal Advisers' Meeting at UN Headquarters in New York.  
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In: Nordic Journal of International Law.  Vol 61 1992:3-6 
 

 Europe After the Cold War - Can CSCE Replace Military Alliances?  
Debate: Security and Cooperation in the New Europe.  (Proceedings 
of the ASIL/NVIR Joint Conference, The Hague, The Netherlands, 4-
6 July 1991, p. 2-15.)  Martinus Nijhoff Publishers (1992) 
 

 Förenta nationernas folkrättsårtionde 1990-1999.  UD informerar 
1991:5 
 

 De mänskliga rättigheterna.  In: Utsikt mot Europa, Bra Böckers 
Förlag, Belgium (1991) 
 

 Sverige och Europakonventionen. MRR Minnesseminarieskrift 3 June 
1991 
 

 Legal Advisers Meet at UN Headquarters in New York.  In: American 
Journal of International Law, Vol. 85 No. 2 April 1991: 371-373 
 

 The European Convention on Human Rights:  Swedish experiences - 
Thoughts for the future.  In: Festskrift till Lars Hjerner, Studies in 
International Law, Norstedts Förlag, Stockholm (1990) 
 

 Les nouveaux enjeux des droits de l'homme.  Conclusions du 
Colloque franco-suedois à Stockholm, 20-21 avril 1989, Revue du 
droit public et de la science politique, � 5-1990, p. 1395-1401 
 

 Incorporation of the European Convention on Human Rights seen 
from a Swedish Point of View.  In: Human Rights in Domestic Law 
and Development Assistance Policies of the Nordic Countries.  Ed:  
Lars Adam Rehof and Claus Gulman.  Martinus Nijhoff Publishers 
(1989) 
 

 Att företräda regeringen.  In:  Europaprocess.  Liber Förlag, Halmstad 
(1989) 
 

 Mänskliga rättigheter.  Förfarandet enligt den europeiska 
konventionen.  UD informerar 1989:4 
 

 Avtal och överenskommelser rörande havsrätten.  Dess tillämpning i 
våra omgivande hav.  In: Tidskrift i Sjöväsendet, N:r 1 1989 (p. 21-
29) 
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 Certain War Crimes - A General Review (co-author).  Report prepared 
on i.a. the question of how many Nazi war criminals gained entry into 
Sweden after the Second World War.  Stockholm (1987) 
 

 Technological development and its consequences for data protection.  
In: Beyond 1984: The Law and Information Technology in 
Tomorrow's Society (Proceedings of the Fourteenth Colloquy on 
European Law, Lisbon, 26 - 28 September 1984) 
 

 Sekretesslagen.  1980 års lagstiftning med kommentarer (co-author).  
PA Norstedt & Söners Förlag, Stockholm (1980) (2nd ed. 1985, 3rd 
ed. 1992) 
 

 Förvärv av hyresfastighet.  Liber Förlag, Stockholm (1976) (2nd ed. 
1980) 
 

 Jordabalken Handledning i fastighetsköp, fastighetspanträtt, 
inskrivningsregler (co-author).  Jurist- och Samhällsvetare-förbundets 
Förlags AB, Stockholm (1972) 
 

 
See also under “Material posted by Hans Corell Legal Counsel 6 March 
1994 - 14 March 2004” at http://untreaty.un.org/ola/legal_counsel3.aspx  

Published musical composition 

 
2004  Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Prayer for Peace.  Music composed for 

the Great Highland Bagpipe as a farewell gift to Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan in March 2004. Copyright UNICEF 

 
See under “On Leaving the United Nations” at 
http://untreaty.un.org/ola/legal_counsel3.aspx 


