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National legislation on the use and protection of the names  

“Red Cross” and “Red Crescent” and other designations protected  

under the 1949 Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols 

(for the 21 National Societies that have requested the reservation of the words “red cross” or 

“red crescent” in their national languages:  

Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Cambodia, China, Czech Republic, 

Finland, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan, Lithuania, Norway, Malaysia, The Netherlands, Palestine, 

Paraguay, Somalia, Sweden, Tanzania, Turkey, Ukraine) 

 

Note: As a reminder, the 1949 Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols protect 

the designations “Red Cross and “Red Crescent” from all forms of improper and 

unauthorized use. 

High Contracting Parties to the Geneva Conventions are obligated, if their national legislation 

is not already adequate, to take measures necessary including penal measures, for the 

prevention and repression of misuse of the said designations in their domestic jurisdictions.  

quote 

 

[…] 

 

[…] 

                     

unquote 

Without entering into the debate as to whether the national legal orders of the above 

mentioned National Societies are monist or dualist legal systems (and whether international 

law is directly applicable without the requirement of national implementing legislation), it must  

be reminded that all States are parties to the 1949 Geneva Conventions and are legally held 

to implement and enforce the protections of the Red Cross and Red Crescent designations.  

Below are relevant extracts from the national legislation of Azerbaijan, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Cambodia, China, Czech Republic, Finland, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan, Lithuania, 

Malaysia, Paraguay, Sweden, and Ukraine. Extracts of a draft legislation of the Islamic 

Republic of Afghanistan on the Afghan Red Crescent Society and on the use and protection 

of the emblems are also included.  
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AFGHANISTAN 

 

National legislation protecting the designations “Red Cross” and “Red Crescent”: 

 

 

The current Afghan Law on the Regulation of the Affairs of the Afghan Red Crescent does 

not include any stipulation regulating the use or protecting the designations “Red Crescent” 

or “Red Cross”. 

 

+++++++++++++++ 

 

A new Afghan Combined Law on the Afghan Red Crescent Society and on the Use and 

Protection of the Emblem is in preparation and is under consideration by the Afghan 

Government.  

Relevant extracts on the protection of the Red Crescent and Red Cross names/designations 

are copied below: 
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Quote (Draft new legislation) 

 

 

[…] 

Control measures 

Article 19: 

(1) The Government of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, through the Ministries of Defense and 

Public Health, shall ensure strict oversight of the use of the red crescent and red cross and other 

emblems and designations protected under international humanitarian law in accordance with 

the present Law and other relevant national laws.  

(2) The Islamic Republic of Afghanistan shall oversee cases of misuse in cooperation with the 

ARCS and other organizations, and shall take all appropriate measures to prevent the misuse of 

the emblem and designations in accordance with this law and other relevant national laws. Such 

measures shall include: 

a) Disseminating knowledge of the emblems to members of the armed and security forces, health 

workers and members of the public at large. 

b) Issuing instructions on the use of the emblems in accordance with the Geneva Conventions and 

establishing administrative and disciplinary penalties in case the emblem is misused.  

(3) The ARCS shall cooperate with the Ministries of Defence and Public Health in their efforts to 

prevent and repress any misuse. It shall be entitled to report any such misuse to the Ministries 

and to relevant organizations based on the provisions of this Law. 

[…] 

Article 21: 

(1) The registration of associations and trade names, and the filing of trademarks, commercial 

marks and industrial models and designs making use of the emblem of the red cross and red 

crescent or the designation “red cross” and “red crescent” in violation of the present Law shall 

be refused. 

(2) Companies, corporations, organizations and others, who have previously used or registered the 

names and emblems stated in Article 1 of the present Law, shall endeavor immediately after the 

adoption of the present Law to amend their names and emblems.  All non-authorized use of the 

red cross and red crescent emblem or names shall cease within 6 months (180 days) after the 

publication of this law. 

[…] 

unquote 



4 

 

AZERBAIJAN 

National legislation protecting the designations “Red Cross” and “Red Crescent”: 

 

 

[…] 

 

[…] 

 

[…] 
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BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 

National legislation protecting the designations “Red Cross” and “Red Crescent”: 

 

 

[…] 

 

[…] 

Original text of the legislation 

 

 

A792766
Highlight

A792766
Highlight

A792766
Highlight

A792766
Highlight



6 

 

CAMBODIA 

National legislation protecting the designations “Red Cross” and “Red Crescent”: 

 

 

[…] 
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[…] 

 

[…] 

 

[…] 
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[…] 

 

********* 
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CHINA 

National legislation protecting the designations “Red Cross” and “Red Crescent”: 

 

 

 

Amended Law on the People’s Republic of China on the Red Cross Society (adopted 

on 24 February 2017) 

(Unofficial ICRC Translation) 

[…] 

 

[…] 

 

[…] 
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CZECH REPUBLIC 

National legislation protecting the designations “Red Cross” and “Red Crescent”: 

 

 

 

[…] 
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[…] 
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FINLAND 

 

National legislation protecting the designations “Red Cross” and “Red Crescent”: 

 

[…] 

 

[…] 

 

[…] 
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[…] 

 

 

 

********* 
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KENYA 

National legislation confirming the entitlement of the Kenya Red Cross to use the words “Red 

Cross”: 

 

 

 

[…] 

 

[…] 

 

********* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A792766
Highlight

A792766
Highlight



15 

 

KYRGYZSTAN 

National legislation protecting the designations “Red Cross” and “Red Crescent”: 

 

 

 

Extract: 

 […]

 

[…] 

 

[…] 

 

[…] 
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[…] 

 

 

 

Extract: 

[…] 

 

[…] 

 

 

********* 
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LITHUANIA 

National legislation protecting the designations “Red Cross” and “Red Crescent”: 

 

 

[…] 

 

[…] 
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[…] 

 

 

[…] 

 

[…] 
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[…] 

 

 

[…] 

 

[…] 

 

 

[…] 

 

********* 
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MALAYSIA 

National legislation authorizing the Malaysian Red Crescent to make use of the designation 

“Red Crescent” and protecting the words “Red Cross” and “Red Crescent” from misuse: 

 

 

[…] 
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[…] 

 

[…] 
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[…] 

 

[…] 

 

 

********* 
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PARAGUAY 

National legislation protecting the designations “Red Cross” and “Red Crescent”: 

 

 

 

[…] 
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SWEDEN 

National legislation protecting the designations “Red Cross” and “Red Crescent”: 

 

Lag (2014:812) om skydd för kännetecken i den internationella humanitära rätten  

unofficial translation: ”Act relating to the protection of the hallmarks of international 

humanitarian law” 

 

[…] 

 

[…] 

English summary: 

The protected elements in this law include the following: 

i. The Red Cross emblem, consisting of a red cross on a white background, or the name “Red 

Cross” or “Geneva Cross”; 

ii. The Red Crystal emblem, consisting of a red frame in the shape of a square placed on its tip, 

on a white background, or the name “Red Crystal”; 

iii. The Red Crescent emblem, consisting of a red crescent on a white background, or the name 

“Red Crescent; 

iv. The Red Lion and Sun emblem, consisting of a red lion and a red sun on a white background, 

or the name “Red Lion and Sun”. 

[…] 

 

English summary: 

International Red Cross organisations and associated national societies are entitled to use the 

distinctive emblems and names referenced in Section 2, 1-4. 
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[…] 

 

English summary: 

To use the distinctive emblems and signs in section 2 for the purpose of goods, services or business, 

or on signs or similar, is punishable with fines or imprisonment for up to six months. This also applies 

when using a similar emblem or sign that could be confused with a distinctive emblem or sign. 

 

********* 
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UKRAINE 

National legislation protecting the designations “Red Cross” and “Red Crescent”: 

 

 

[…] 

 

[…] 

 

 

********* 
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