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Synopsis: 
The findings of Professor Greenleaf, longtime compiler of global data protection and privacy laws, to him, are a little surprising.  In 2015, the number of countries with comprehensive data protection laws surpassed those without data protection laws – for a total of 109 countries. Those adopting comprehensive data protection laws recently include: the Dominican Republic, Kazakhstan, South Africa, Mali, Cote d'Ivoire, Lesotho and Madagascar. Further, the pace continues as about 20 countries currently evaluate adoption.  

Professor Greenleaf shares several conclusions from his years of research and publication:

1. “Countries without data privacy laws now in a minority.”

2. “Future growth: Heading toward ubiquity.” “Global growth is likely to continue beyond 2020.
He adds that: “[b]y 2023, 50 years after enactment of the first such national data privacy law in Sweden, by far the majority of countries (but not all) are likely to have such laws, as are most of their neighborbours and most of those with whom they trade: this will be global ubiquity.” 
The fast growth are recently has been Africa.   

Additional Information: 

Greenleaf's article describes that by the end of this decade the number of countries with data privacy laws, all of which have a strong ‘family resemblance’ will be between 66% and 80% of all independent jurisdictions globally. 

This article can be ready in accompaniment with Professor Greenleaf's Global Tables of Data Privacy Laws and Bills (4th Ed, January 2015) – separately listed in our Working Group summaries – and found at http://ssrn.com/abstract=2603502 
(Quick note that countries with laws covering parts of their private sector (e.g., credit reporting or medical records) did not meet the criteria for Greenleaf's study or global privacy laws table compilation.)
