
Please see below  my 'provisional draft' of the type of “overarching statement on the 
foundation Principle of the ICANN Multistakeholder Model and 'bottom up' 
concensus building processes for Policy Development.”    For our dissection and 
discussion at our next Ob-sub team meeting...  PLease note I suggest a brutal 
pruning of this effusive text to something that “just works”...

Since its inception, “ICANN has embraced the multi-stakeholder model 
(MSM) as a framework for the development of inclusive, global Internet 
governance policy.” 1 A Multistakeholder Model is an organizational 
framework or structure which adopts the multistakeholder process of 
governance or policy making, which aims to bring together the primary 
stakeholders such as businesses, civil society, governments, research 
institutions and non-government organizations to cooperate and participate in 
the dialogue, decision making and implementation of solutions to common 
problems or goals. A stakeholder refers to an individual, group or organization 
that has a direct or indirect interest or stake in a particular organization; that 
is, a given action has the ability to influence the organization's actions, 
decisions and policies to achieve results.2 "the multistakeholder process, ... 
involves the full involvement of all stakeholders, consensus-based decision-
making and operating in an open, transparent and accountable manner.".3

The GNSO Policy Development Process enshrines the the concept of a 
robust bottom up consensus built MSM and to that end the following 
Overarching Principles apply;- 
GNSO Policy & Implementation processes must both be based in the 
ICANN multi-stakeholder model, to ensure this:-

• Policy Development Processes must function in a bottom-up manner; 
except in emergency cases such as risks to security and stability, and 
the process must not be made by a top-level group and then imposed 
on stakeholders. **

1- See Blog by David Olive: http://blog.icann.org/2013/10/advancing-icanns-multi-stakeholder-model-through-
community-engagement/#sthash.LNVQ8JNO.dpuf
2 - See ICANWiki http://icannwiki.com/index.php/Multistakeholder_Model
3 - Lawrence E. Strickling, U.S. Assistant Secretary for Communications and Information, and NTIA 
Administrator, quoted in Wikipeadia see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multistakeholder_Governance_Model

http://icannwiki.com/index.php/Multistakeholder_Model
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multistakeholder_Governance_Model
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_telecommunications_and_information_administration


• Implementation Processes need not function in a bottom-up manner 
except in cases where new policy is introduced, and in all cases the 
policy development body must be involved to confirm that policies are 
implemented as intended. **

** Please Note these are words are from Chuck's original text  od Dec 2nd and 
should be modified where required to match any agreed text we developed in the 
last Ob Sub Team call whilst discussing these matters => I assume Staff has access 
to records of these where applicable... so it can just be a sumple copy cut and 
paste...


