Dear Dr. D. Jethy

Thank you for the queries. This is the information | collected about existence of
characters of Ba, Va and Wa in Oriya. Hope this helps. If more information is
required then | will furnish later.

Oriya pronunciation and script has three different characters viz. Bilabial Ba (<),

Dentolabial Va (@) and diphthong Wa (8). To pronounce Ba and Va lower lip

touches the upper lip and upper teeth respectively. But during pronunciation of
Wa the lips does not touch , neither to each other nor to the teeth and thusitis a
diphthong which in Oriya cannot be same as Va.

Evolution of Oriya script depicted in a figure (in State museum, Orissa) :
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The above figure reveals that the bilabial 'Ba' and dentolabial 'Va' were treated
separately as distinct characters untill 15th century. However Wa is conspicuously
absent in this depiction.

After 15th century, Oriya literature described Ba and Va as two different
characters in ancient Oriya literature such various 'champu' and 'chautisa' where

the verses are written in alphabetical order from '@' to 'Q'. These two characters
have been described separately, one in bilabial plosive sequence after. 'pha' &
and other in nonplosive sequence after 'la' @ . there are numerous such writings

few have been illustrated below.
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NiLakaNTha ChautisA in 1903
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Champu in 1905
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Jagannatha chautisa in 1912
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BhUpati Chautisa in 1929

tlee 900IH QR QIRd QIVIY CAIER QI RGI0 PSR <@ IO CRIEY 64 RICTQ SOR |

pomi Gag) &l aeq@l Qe g AIF 12U A0 GRl 6AQ AV 692 & <4 QY A |

deldanq o 0@ G 6QIEqeR 49 | QQQ 9Q 97 88 OIQ eINAQSY R |

giq Q"W Qé@ €50 FeRQ Qg gQ a9 il QA3 QOF O&IQ Q@ 939 Q 2Q QIdl ¢d3g I

#2 QIR IR HQS QEREP Q9K &R | QOIIETS GCR €A1 QF 61 2IRY 60IR QA |

gR390] £QIQIQ 92 @I 98 2SR 69R If 64 A6Q 8B OBACK Bia €18 834 QR I

g6 94 O 14 ¢ea ¥Q AIGI AGS 690 | Q98694 QQ DWOMM& Va/
4 QR Coon o e

¢7 93 B3 g4 qsa oF €062 €A IQQ ¥

mtca aBe qQ_Q RAGCA A QIARIC 8@ |
dadial 3

craaca 66 glo B, Ba

Qygal 99 clala G QEICH q 230 |
Q¥ GOIERIQ SR 6 QR IWVIT SYQIa |
Qa0 8iqg 9934 602 QigIA! QI |

qeQ 9 Iy A0 CO6B 699 99 99,699 1] QORQ Q282 IR QER 08 2QIQ |
QIRg IRy GIRNY OIQ §98YT 4QERQ@ Il 962 ©F 2967 99Q § @ WA 9LY 6|
94 SRR QR B ¢oR acaaes 29I6R | o0 qqe QOE6T Aa 6alg) 691 $gA 69 I
019IQ 66a 63247 894 dIpgI o, erea N QRIS3? B 5666 @ 2O 6a'8 99 89 6964 |
Q9UIQO% alcq Q2915 299 ORP €@6S | @0l QI8 91 ga & gaa @ gé cegal s |
0492 ag%aq 29 QI 9 67 9663 I $2I999 691Q Q¥ 42! 90 IQ &9 GF 66ISQ!
%9 agiQ 93Q “a0ldl QFa q o@mgq | GQSQQ-QS—GQCT PIO-Q'RCRER 'R CRIER |
QIR 690 ©g 89 8¢¢ O 93001841 | 3 | @ @ 9IQ QAT QAT SAIQIQEH cAIQ ar !
@R 9 QI © QF 9Q 63 QAR VAR | :g";%?ﬁ?:d' e il
- {

S || BT
QIO BCQ 063 5010 G o A A0 @90 ad«qel 6 gar agleqala! |

QI 9AQ |3 QR 98« 1l Q3 QO 69IQ 0R 990@ 29,69 Q& AMIR | P 4
QR 971 69 9301 . q §QFl AR FAEH L6 | Qu9RlQ QU S909Q CQIQ BT 9A8E gaAl
Q64 90 QG 2589 20 419, 46N I 2BRC2 PP GOR AU BYIR OF I

Ninifizad hv sniianika@amail com



Chautisa madhuchakra in 1931
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There are numerous such Oriya manuscripts where Ba and Va are described in
different sequences and thus give conclusive evidence that these are different
characters in Oriya even in early parts of 20%" century.

The dentolabial ‘Va’ @ has a dot inside a circle to differentiate from bilabial ‘Ba’ Q.

However, when these ancient literatures were printed by letterpress, the ink filled

up and obliterated the groove when a dot is there inside a circle in letter like '@".

Due to such technical difficulties, it could not be printed properly and thus ‘@



dissappered in the paper books. However these two letters are still different in

Oriya at present in current spoken language.

Many advocate that merger of ‘Ba’ and ‘Va’ would simplify the issue but actually
it confuses and complicates. Complication is not simplification.

So far ‘Wa’ is concerned it was not there in original Oriya orthography (already
depicted above) but introduced later in 1938 and is used to write the foreign

words like hawa, diwan, power, tower etc. as QI€I, QQlR, 4191, 919IQ etc. This

new character in Oriya should not be mingled or equated with ‘Va’ that would
create even more confusion. Oriya is read as it is written, so ‘Wa’ cannot be a
substitute for ‘Va’.

With the advent of computer technology, the shortcomings of letterpress could
be overcome. Now the Oriya letters are now available with Unicode the original

Oriya ‘Ba’ / @, ‘Va’ / @ and also the new ‘Wa’ / §.

Rudra Prasad Mishra
Faculty in Oriya
Ravenshaw University,
Cuttack, Orissa



