How to type the " dog " symbol on the keyboard and not
switch the keyboard layout

The " dog " symbol - @ - is most often found in email addresses. You need it to separate the
user name from the domain where emails are stored. If the address is written in Latin
letters, there is no problem. But it is inconvenient to enter Cyrillic addresses — the symbol
"dog"is not printed and you have to constantly switch the layout to English. We tell you
how to enter the "dog" symbol on the Russian keyboard.

Content:

—0n Windows

—0n macOS

—0n Linux

On Windows

"Dog" refers to special characters, which means that in Windows it has its own Alt-code-
64. It is typed on the Numpad numeric keypad, which is located to the right of the main
keys. To write the " @ "character using it, make sure that NumLock is enabled, then hold
down the left" Alt "key and type "64".

This is what the keyboard shortcut for @

If you don't have Numpad, use the on-screen keyboard and type the Alt code on it. Here's
how to do it:

Open the On-Screen Keyboard program. [t can be found through "Search": on Windows
7,itis located in the" Start " menu, and on Windows 10 it is a separate button on the
taskbar.
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If you enter "OSD" in the search, Windows will automatically suggest the desired program.

Turn on the numeric keypad. To do this, click "Options" = "Enable numeric keypad" -
"Ok"_
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The "Options” button is located in the lower-right corner
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Numpad will appear on the right side of the window

To type "@", hold down the left "Alt" key on the physical keyboard and use the mouse to
type "64" on the on-screen keyboard.

The on-screen keyboard is located on top of all open programs. So that it doesn't interfere
with your work, reduce the size of the window: drag the corner until only the numbers are
visible.
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This is the minimum size of the on-screen keyboard

On macOS

On Mac, the dog symbol is embedded in the Russian keyboard layout by default. To dial it,
hold down the left "Option" button and the number "2".
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This is the keyboard shortcut for the " @ " symbol on the Macbook Air keyboard

When typing in Cyrillic on macOS, the user may not need to switch languages. See what it looks
like.



You can see that the keyboard layout doesn't change while the user is typing

On Linux

In the Linux family of operating systems, you cannot print characters using Alt-code — they
are simply not provided there. However, you can independently assign a keyboard shortcut
that will print "dog" when clicked. There are two ways to do this.

The XBindKeys method

To assign a keyboard shortcut in this method, you will need two programs::
. xbindkeys-it allows you to run a command using a given keyboard shortcut.
. xvkbd-a virtual keyboard that will respond to a command and type"@".

Here's how to run and configure them:
Open "Terminal”. You can find it on the taskbar, through a search in the system, or run it
using the Ctrl+Alt+T key combination.



Activities

This is what the program icon looks like

Enter the following commands: first xbindkeys --version, and then xvkbd -version.

at 19:83:28

xbindkeys 1.8.7 by Philippe Brochard

This is what the xbindkeys --version command will look like



y.com/tsato/)

This program is free software with ABSOLUTELY NO WARRANTY,
g distributed under the terms of the GNU General Public License.

This is what the xvkbd-version command will look like

Set a keyboard shortcut that will print the "@ " character. You can choose any of them,
but we will show you the usual "Alt+2"as an example. Type xbindkeys-k in the terminal. In
the new window, hold down the lef"c_"Alt" and the number " 2 " on the keyboard.

bination of keys or/and cli under the window.
se one of the two lines aft NoCommand"
in $HOME/.xbindkeysrc to bind a key.

This is what the window looks like, after which you need to enter a key combination

Copy the code for the new combination. When you press "Alt+2", the window will close
and the result will be displayed in the terminal as follows::

m:0x18 + c:11

Alt+Mod2 + 2

Copy them to the clipboard.



You only need indented lines

Add the code to ".xbindkeysrc". To edit this file, open My Computer - Home and open".

xbindkeysrc " in any text editor. To do this, right-click on the file and select a program from the
drop-down menu.
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On Astra Linux, "My Computer" is located on the desktop
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In other versions of Linux, this folder may be called Home. Click the arrow to view the entire

contents of the folder
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Find the file". xbindkeysrc", right-click on it and select "Open with"
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In the list of applications, select any text editor. In the Astra Linux example, this is the Kate

program

Add the following lines to the file:

"xvkbd -xsendevent -text '@""

m:0x18 + c:11

Alt+Mod2 + 2

[t is important to write the first line without indentation, and the next two lines with
indentation. This is how the system will determine where the command is in the code and
where the keyboard shortcut is. Then save the file.
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Here's what will appear in ".xbindkeysrc" after editing

1) en 17: 33



Go to the terminal and type xbindkeys. Next, you can write the " @ " character using the
"Alt+2"keyboard shortcut.

Add the xbindkeys command to startup so that the settings are saved after a system
reboot. To do this, open Menu — Options — Startup and click Add App at the bottom of the
window. Enter the command in the line and click "Yes".
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Find the "Control Panel" and click on it
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Click the "Add App" button
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In the new window, enter the xbindkeys command so that it runs after a reboot, and then
click Yes

XCompose method

This method uses keys that are rarely used. For example, the left "Alt" is needed to switch
the keyboard layout, but the right one is not used for this. You can make it so that when the
combination "right Alt+2" is printed, " @ " is printed on the Russian keyboard layout.

To do this, you will need the setxkbmap program. It allows you to customize the keyboard
layout and reassign keys as you like. For example, make the system perceive the right " Alt
"as the" compose " key. This is an analog of Alt-code on Windows. This means that you can
hold down the right "Alt" or any key and get a special character — in our case,"@".

The XCompose method was tested on Astra Linux, so it will most likely work on other
systems based on the Debian architecture.

Here's how to set it up:
Open " Terminal "and type a command that will allow you to set the right" Alt "as
the"compose" key. Here it is:

setxkbmap -option compose:ralt,grp:alt_shift_toggle -layout us,ru

[t is important to do this, because during the setup process, the combination for switching
the keyboard layout may fly off.
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You assign the "compose" key to the right "Alt” key, but add a condition that preserves

the key combination for switching the keyboard layout

Open the Home folder and make the system show hidden system files. To do this, open the
"View" menu and check the box next to "Show hidden".
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On Astra Linux, the folder is called "Home", but on other systems it can be “Home"



Phe viaa Matwork Tats B
v e trge ey

N Trarmten
O twn
L
vy
» Vtem
B Docarmen
* Danersouets
bW e
2 M
Wy woaratse
Oweriza
W Oesirg
I Sxstem epaper
[ R,

26 chptiedi | denares)

@i T gt
Ben Sy »
- vz Ty~
B Dy faaden teew Lt
v’ ' 8 dvwircry
1 P et v | doe
Eranp poes vninad o A Ve | gl
i Opecaswa Nosw ) 51 Amstrarty
b paie e et b 1 vy

{1 cemszza evvan

1 wvmvsnns otvwns ot

s fchen 20: 29

When you enable the "Show hidden * option, you will see system files with a dot in front

of the name and will be able to make changes to them

Create a ".XCompose " file in the Home folder to specify a keyboard shortcut for the "@ "
character. To do this, right-click anywhere in the window and select "New" = "File"from the
menu. Give it the name ". XCompose " without the ".txt " permission.
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Right-click in the window and select " New "= “File”
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Enter a name and click Yes

Open the file in any text editor to make changes. By default, the system prompts you to
select a program if the file doesn't have an extension. In Astra Linux, you can choose the Kate
editor.

e

2 Wokuafarn
B Dotutrents
| SELFT
8 (CanTen
£ 1anotres
IR JEN —~ e
= Vo Dh“ e
~tnieg ' 'h--- | E
(RN SVTRN
| L
B e Ve (3 bin hatiory
B T 17 bt logout

R L L

c) 20: 29

Select a program from the list and click Open

Enter the keyboard shortcut code for the "@ " character. It will be like this:

<Multi_key> <2>: "@"

Then save the file.
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This is what the code looks like in a text editor
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When you close a document, the system automatically prompts you to save it

Now you can press the right "Alt" and the "2" button and get the " @ " symbol without
switching the keyboard layout. The combination produces this result only if both keys are
pressed consecutively. For example, if you hold down the right "Alt" and press "2" several
times, " dog " will be printed only for the first time.

In short: how to type the @ symbol on the Russian
keyboard layout

On Windows, use the Alt code "64". To do this, hold down the " Alt "key and type" 64 " on
the Numpad numeric keypad. If it doesn't exist, use the on-screen keyboard.



2. On macOS, hold down the "Options" key and the number "2".

3. On Linux, configure the desired keyboard shortcut using the xbindkeys and xvkbd
programs. Or use the XCompose method.



